Year 1 Phonics
Screening Check

Week Beginning 12t June 2023




What is the Year 1 Phonics
Screening Check?

The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check was introduced in
2012 as part of'a Government policy to strengthen
phonics teaching in Primary Schools and reflect the
emphasis on teaching Phonics systematically and

synthetically.

Systematically - starting with the letters of the alphabet
and building up to more complex combinations of letters
making one sound.

Synthetically - breaking up words into their smallest units
of sound and then blending these sounds together to

read words.
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Do all Year 1 children have to
take the check?

Mr Fielder (headteacher), together with your child’s class
teacher and Mrs Cork(SENCO) may decide thatitis not
appropriate for some Year 1 pupils to participate in the phonics
screening check.This could include:

e Children working well below the expected standardin
phonics.

e Those that have limited flueneyin English or have recently
movedto the UK and are unable to understand English
lettersand sounds.

e Thosethat use British Sign Language (BSL) or other sign
supported communication to spell out individual letters and
sounds.

e Children who are mute or selectively mute.
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What happens if children don’t
pass the check?

It children don‘t@chieve the pass mark it is nothing to
worry about. The'téachers at Heathlands will be able to
use the results to inform their future phonics planning, fill

any gaps in children’s knowledge and potentially offer

additional support.

Childrenthat do not pass the check at the end of Year 1
will get another chance and take it again in the summer
term of Year 2.
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How can | help my child to
prepare?

You can also scan these codes (these will also be sent
home with your ehild) for more examples! The more you
do them the'more confident your child will be.
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if you have any questions or concerns,
please do not hesitate to contact your
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